
Name: Margo Kirchner 
 
City/Town of Residence: Shorewood 
 
Instrument: Viola 
 
How long have you been with Concord? Since the 
fall of 2004 
 
What is your earliest musical memory? I remember 
my mother singing with and dancing to the Fifth 
Dimension’s Age of Aquarius as it played on the 
record player. 
 
What got you interested in music, and what was your involvement growing up? I’m not sure 
whose idea it was, but I started piano lessons at age 7 and continued for 10 years. My teacher 
was a wonderful woman who was very understanding about my lack of practicing—which 
meant that I enjoyed lessons and playing but I never became very good.  
 
The family across the street included two professional violinists who played lots of weddings 
and other gigs. They encouraged me to play a string instrument, and I took lessons from them. 
Because I didn’t start until 7th grade (a few years behind other kids), they persuaded me to play 
viola because I could move up more quickly in ensembles—violas are always needed. They were 
right, and in my youth orchestra I ended up staying with my general age group, even though I 
didn’t have the required minimum years of lessons. 
 
My high school didn’t have much of an orchestra, so I played in the Livonia Youth Symphony 
(Livonia, Michigan) starting in 10th grade. I didn’t realize it or appreciate it at the time, but LYS 
had amazing conductors for a youth orchestra, probably because of its proximity to the 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. The graduate-level conducting students got to practice on 
us. I was in the middle-level concert orchestra for a couple years, and Harvey Felder was the 
conductor. Felder went on to become the assistant conductor at the Milwaukee Symphony 
Orchestra in the 1990s. He then led other professional orchestras and has been teaching in 
universities. When I moved up to the symphony orchestra level, my conductor was Yakov 
Kreizberg. He went on to conduct the Netherlands Philharmonic and other orchestras 
internationally. 
 
Why do you perform with Concord? Playing viola in the orchestra is so different from what I do 
otherwise, so it is a wonderful mental break. Whatever stresses exist at work or home 
disappear for 2½ hours during rehearsals. During the pandemic I was helping my mom care for 
my dad, who had advanced Parkinson’s. It was extremely stressful as he worsened. (He passed 
away in November 2021.) I was so thankful we returned to rehearsals in September 2021, 
because it was the only time during the week when my stress disappeared, even if just 



temporarily. I could focus solely on the music and the moment, forgetting about everything 
else. 
 
What has been the high point of your involvement with Concord? Regarding musical 
involvement this is a difficult question because it’s been 18 years since I joined and we’ve 
played a lot of music during that time! The didgeridoo concerto at the Basilica of St. Josaphat 
with composer Sean O’Boyle in attendance is probably at the top. Calling All Dawns at the 
basilica was really memorable, too. I like unusual pieces that are not often played, like the harp 
concerto by Dan Lawitts or blue cathedral by Jennifer Higdon. I also love when we play Vaughan 
Williams, especially Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis. For every concert I try to find a few 
measures that become my favorite part of the music that night. 
 
Regarding administrative involvement with the organization, I consider serving as CCO 
president for six years (2013-2019) the high point.  
 
What do you do for a living? I am an attorney and the executive director of the Wisconsin 
Justice Initiative, a § 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that uses advocacy and public education 
to improve outcomes in Wisconsin’s justice system, especially for minority and low-income 
individuals. I also am the municipal judge for the Village of Shorewood. 
 
Tell us about your family? My husband Sam is a bankruptcy and creditors’ rights attorney. He 
attends almost every concert. My older daughter, Anna, graduated from the University of 
Michigan with a bachelor’s degree in neuroscience and then earned her master’s degree in 
public health from Vanderbilt University. Many CCO musicians and audience members saw my 
younger daughter, Clare, grow up, as she attended concerts with Sam for at least 10 years. At 
about age 7 or 8, Clare started helping General Manager Dana Robb with the post-concert 
receptions; over time she moved up to working the ticket desk. She’s now a sophomore at the 
University of Washington studying engineering. Both daughters play the violin. 
 
What are your hobbies besides practicing and playing?  I love to travel. We determined as a 
family a few years back that we like to hike, so we’ve been visiting and hiking in national parks. I 
love traveling to Europe as well and am planning a Rhine river cruise. About 15 years ago I 
decided to pick up the oboe, though recently I haven’t been playing it as much as I should! Also, 
I am working on my master’s degree in nonprofit management at UW-Milwaukee. I’ll finish in 
May 2023.  
 
What is your favorite recording? This is another difficult question, as I can’t identify just one 
favorite. I’m still a big fan of 1980s music—Depeche Mode, Duran Duran, REM, etc. Certain 
songs, like the Moody Blues’ The Voice or Bruce Hornsby’s The Way It Is, whisk me right back to 
my age when those songs played frequently on the radio. For classical music, I think my favorite 
piece to listen to is Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition. For musicals, Les Miserables. 
 
Who is your favorite composer? Probably Vaughan Williams, then those who frequently give 
the viola section the melody or something important rather than just offbeats or background. 



 
What is one thing most people don’t know about you? According to family history, Pope John 
Paul II was my second cousin twice removed. 
 
What is your advice for kids who are interested in music? Keep with it even if you’re not the 
best, as persistence and reliability may get you farther than raw talent. And you don’t have to 
be the soloist to make music an important part of your life. 


