
Harold “Hal” and Jean Kacanek 
 
 
City/Town of Residence: Waukesha 
Instrument: Hal -- trumpet, Jean -- Clarinet 
 
How long have you been with Concord?  
Hal: I have been playing trumpet in the CCO on and off 
for about 13 years.  
Jean: I was a substitute in about 1996 under Janet 
Millard’s direction and much more recently began playing 
in 2021, equipped with my mask. 
 

What is your earliest musical memory?  
Hal: My mother told me stories when I was about 3 or 4 while she was playing Spinning Wheel by 
Albert Elmenreich on the piano.   
Jean: Playing my 78 rpm Hansel and Gretel record as a 4 year-old. 
 
What got you interested in music, and what was your involvement growing up?  
Hal: My mother forced me to take piano lessons from her when I was in pre-kindergarten. 
Around 4th grade I became quite a celebrity in my elementary school as a harmonica player. I 
started playing cornet in the band when I was 13... and have been working to unlock its secrets 
ever since. 
Jean: My parents were musical and encouraged lessons – piano in 3rd grade and adding clarinet 
in 5th grade. 
 
Why do you perform with Concord?  
Hal: I didn't make it into the Chicago Symphony. 
Jean: It is a group of dedicated musicians with a supportive, encouraging, and musical conductor. 
 
What has been the high point of your involvement with Concord?  
Hal: Being featured as the didjeridoo soloist for the 2009 performance of Concerto for Didjeridoo 
and Orchestra by Sean O’Boyle. 
Jean: Getting to know some of the other musicians. 
 
What do you do for a living?  
Hal: I've been retired for 2 years. I was the band and orchestra director for Farmington, Michigan 
Senior High School, then director of the Carroll College Community Orchestra and music 
department chair, then instructor of world music, music appreciation and brass instruments at 
Milwaukee County Technical College. I have also had a small business called "Sounds We Make 
LLC" that manufactures Native American style flutes for MusiciansFriend.com (Guitar Centers). 
Jean: I am a retired music educator, as well as a school and arts administrator.  
 



Tell us about your family?  
Jean and Hal met in junior high school and have been married for 51 years. They met through 
mutual involvement in music education. They have one son who got married this past October 
and lives in Murfreesboro, TN. Hal notes that Jean is “my wife and best friend.” 
 
What are your hobbies besides practicing and playing?  
Hal: Photography, nature, and travel. This past November we completed a 28-day trip to 
Morocco, Spain, the UK, and Iceland.   
Jean: Keeping Hal organized, socializing, gardening, and journeying domestically and 
internationally. 
 
What is your favorite recording?  
Hal: I recorded an album (vinyl) as conductor of the Farmington Senior High School Band in 1976 
entitled A Bicentennial Tribute to American Composers. I listen to that album and am amazed at 
the talent and the quality of the performance our devoted high school musicians were able to 
achieve then. That album continues to have a special place in my heart. 
Jean: There are too many to name! 
 
Who is your favorite composer?  
Hal: Eric Ewazen has been writing nicely for trumpet and brass. I don't have one favorite but 
Stravinsky, Shostakovich, Rachmaninov, Bernstein, Copland, Debussy, Tchaikovsky, and Mahler 
are right up there with Bach, Beethoven, Brahms, Haydn, Mozart, etc. 
Jean: Beyond the “Bs,” many… 
 
What is one thing most people don’t know about you?  
Hal: I'm a damn good harmonica player. 
Jean: We go tent camping every summer during our trip to the White Mountains in New 
Hampshire and love to climb those mountains! 
  
What is your advice for kids who are interested in music?  
Hal: This advice is especially for brass and string performers. Don't be afraid to sing your parts 
accurately. If you are in high school, join the choir or find a good choir and refine your sense of 
pitch, phrasing, and style. 
Jean: Listen, listen, listen to all the outstanding role models out there and to your teachers! 


