Name: Elterine Jankowski-Biggers

City/Town of Residence: Milwaukee, WI

How long have you been with Concord? 6 years

What is your earliest musical memory? As a toddler—maybe three or four years old—my
mother taught me to sing songs she knew, which included “A Bicycle Built For Two”, I'm
Looking Over a Four Leaf Clover” and “Du, Du, liebst mir im Herzen”.

What got you interested in music, and what was your involvement growing up? A salesman
came to our farmhouse door selling accordion lessons. My mother signed me up, giving me
accordion lessons for my seventh birthday. | played accordion all through high school, winning
several competitions along the way. | started trumpet in fifth grade and joined the high school
band as a seventh grader— last chair third trumpet. | worked my way up to first chair by my s
ophomore year. My senior year, my band director transferred me to French horn, bec

ause he needed a first chair French horn player. | also sang in the high school choir for tw

o years and with the adult church choir in our town. My siblings and | formed a family band, s
inging and playing for various charities and competitions in the Green Bay area until | moved t
o Milwaukee to attend UWM.

Why do you perform with Concord? | find the repertoire that Jaimin chooses for the or
chestra interesting, challenging and gratifying.

What has been the high point of your involvement with Concord? Playing the Christmas ¢
oncert at the Basilica of St Josaphat is the high point of the season for me. The space is so
beautiful, and sharing our music with other musical organizations is very rewarding.

What do you do for a living? | am a retired Milwaukee Public Schools Music Tea
cher, having taught vocal and general music K3-8th grade. | also conducted the St. Therese Chur
ch Choir, from which I retired after 30 years.

Tell us about your family? My husband, Sterling Biggers, is a talented keyboard player and voc
alist. Our daughter, Tonia Bricker Pilliod is an accomplished freelance violist/vi

olinist and Suzuki string teacher in the Dallas, Tx area. Her son is a budding cellist. And, of c
ourse we must include Ramsey, and newly adopted Savanah, the best long-c

oated German Shepherds in the world.



What are your hobbies besides practicing and playing? Photography, hiking, camping, playing
the mandocello, reading, embroidery, and my latest craziness, studying foreign languages.

What is your favorite recording? “Mass” by Leonard Bernstein

Who is your favorite composer? | have so many, but if | must choose one, it would be Astor
Piazzolla. He brings such interesting harmonies and rhythms to symphonic music.

What is one thing most people don’t know about you? My very first trip overseas was to
Tokyo, Japan in 2019 with the Milwaukee Mandolin Orchestra, in which | played mandola. We
played two concerts with mandolin groups there.

What is your advice for kids who are interested in music? Never give up! When learning new
music becomes frustrating, give it a rest for a day or two and then come back to it. Itis
amazing what the human brain can do on its own! Finally, be a life long learner: the world
has so much to teach us!



