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John Henry........................................................Aaron Copland (1900-1990)

Symphony No. 5 in C minor, Op. 67.........................Ludwig van Beethoven 
	 I.	 Allegro con brio	 (1835-1931) 
	 II.	 Andante con moto
	 III.	 Allegro 
	 IV. 	Allegro

~ 15-minute Intermission ~

Violin Concerto in D Major, Op. 35.........................Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
	 I.	 Allegro moderato	 (1835-1931)	
	 II.	 Canzonetta: Andante
	 III. 	Finale: Allegro vivacissimo

Zak Chen, violin soloist
Winner of the 2023-2024 Walter A. and Dorothy J. Oestreich

Concerto Competition

Program
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Flutes
Angela Bartosik*
Michelle Hoffman
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Clarinets
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Salvatore Terrasi*

Trombones
Kent Tess-Mattner*

Peter Thompson
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Gus Uttech

Timpani
Lee Stock

Percussion
Rick Schadt*

Nick Stainbrook*

First Violins
Matteo Arena*†
Andrea Brauer*
Jill Fennimore

Grace Halloran*
Carole Kincaid
Julia Wainscott

Zola Yi
Lynn Zweidinger

Second Violins
Laura Dawson
Anne Dunlop
Lisa Freigang

John Gleysteen
Martin St. Maurice*†

Dirk Stallmann*

Violas
Margo Kirchner

Karylmary Lucey*
Danielle McLean

D.C. Palmer*
Julie Roubik

Mary Stetson

Cellos
Frances Assa
Julie Ford*

Elterine Jankowski-
Biggers

Joseph LaManna
Joy Mast

Rachel Orheim†
Stephen Strommen*

Basses
Jacquie Crema*
Bill Petterson

*Principal players
†Board members

Personnel



4	 Concord Chamber Orchestra

Jamin Hoffman 
boasts an 
impressive career 
spanning various 
roles within the 
musical landscape.  
From 1989 to 

2002, he served as Assistant and 
Resident Conductor for the Milwaukee 
Ballet, leading their orchestra in 
acclaimed performances of iconic 
works by Mozart, Tchaikovsky, 
Prokofiev, and Stravinsky (among 
others). Jamin concurrently held 
positions with the UW-Milwaukee 
University Community Orchestra and 
Nicolet High School. He has been the 
Conductor of the Concord Chamber 
Orchestra since 2004.

Jamin's musical journey extends 
beyond conducting. As a French 
horn player, he performed with the 
Waukesha Symphony (now Wisconsin 

Philharmonic) and the Concord 
Chamber Orchestra. He is also a 
passionate educator, as evidenced by 
his numerous in-school presentations 
while actively performing with regional 
orchestras. His dedication to music 
further extends to his work as an 
editor and published arranger for Hal 
Leonard Music Publishing. He has also 
served on the Board of Directors for 
the Concord Chamber Orchestra.

A graduate of the University of 
Southern Mississippi and the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Jamin 
received musical training in conducting, 
horn performance, and composition. 
He enjoys an active personal life, 
spending quality time with his 
family, indulging in culinary pursuits, 
exploring the world of Discworld by 
Terry Pratchett, and caring for his 
mischievous pets.

Biographies

Before he could 
speak, Dayvin 
M.A. Hallmon 
showed an 
awareness and 
love of music. 
He began taking 

piano lessons at the age of five. Later, 
he learned the clarinet and saxophone 
and then began studying the violin 
and viola. At home in both the gospel 
and western classical music traditions, 

Dayvin was Assistant Concertmaster 
of the Church of God In Christ 
International Orchestra for seven years. 

Due to the unique lineage of Dayvin’s 
teachers, he is the musical “grandchild” 
of Jascha Heifetz, Dr. Thomas Dorsey, 
and Dr. Mattie Moss Clark. He draws 
from those backgrounds and traditions 
for building ensembles in churches and 
helping congregations craft a strategic 
vision for their music ministry. 
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Zak Chen won 
the Tuition Waiver 
Award and started 
his college study 
in the fall at 
University of
Wisconsin - 

Madison, where he double majors in 
Music and Chemistry. 

Before college, Zak was a scholarship 
fellow at the Music Institute of 
Chicago’s Academy, where he
studied violin with Almita Vamos. He 
has won numerous awards as a soloist 
including winner of the 2023
Wisconsin Philharmonic Shining Star 
Competition, the 2023 and 2022 Civic 
Music Association of Milwaukee
High School Competition, the 2023 
Symphony Orchestra Concerto 
Competition at Mead Witter School of 
Music.

Zak was also a finalist of the 2022 
Bolz Young Artist Competition, 
honorable mention in the 2022 
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra’s 
Stars of Tomorrow Competition, 

Dayvin was born in Chicago, grew 
up in Racine, and lives in Milwaukee. 
He is the founder and Music Director 
of The Black String Triage Ensemble. 
In addition to playing at the scene 
of shootings and sites of civil unrest 

to keep the peace, the organization 
includes The Black Diaspora Symphony 
Orchestra. In January 2023, he 
became the assistant conductor for the 
Concord Chamber Orchestra. 

winner of the 2020 Milwaukee Youth 
Symphony Orchestra Senior Concerto 
Competition, and the recipient of 
the 2022 Civic Music Association 
of Milwaukee High School Award 
for Outstanding Achievement in 
Musicianship, Scholarship,
Leadership, and Service.

Besides his solo experiences, Zak also 
enjoys playing in chamber groups and 
orchestras. He is the violinist of the 
Calcifer String Quartet of the Music 
Institute of Chicago, who won the 
Bronze Medal in the St. Paul String 
Quartet Competition this year. 

Zak previously studied at the Advanced 
Chamber Music Institute of Wisconsin 
Conservatory of Music (2018-2021). 
He is currently a member of the
Academy Orchestra and the  
Concertmaster of the school chamber 
orchestra. He was also concertmaster
of Milwaukee Youth Symphony Senior 
Orchestra from the years 2019-2022.
Zak performed with the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Symphony 
Orchestra in 2022.
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Aaron Copland, Ludwig van Beethoven, and Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
were all prominent composers who left a lasting impact on the music 
world. Their compositions, spanning the late 18th to mid-20th centuries, 
showcase diverse styles and explore themes of struggle, triumph, and 
human emotion.

* * * * *

Aaron Copland (1900-1990) is central in shaping 20th-century American 
music. Born in Brooklyn, New York, his musical journey began with piano 
lessons and blossomed into a deep passion for composition. Seeking 
further training, he traveled to Paris to study with renowned pedagogue 
Nadia Boulanger, who recognized his unique voice.

Copland's music is known for its distinct blend of American folk and jazz 
influences woven into a classical framework. He aimed to create music 
that resonated with the American spirit, capturing its vitality and character. 
Works like Appalachian Spring, Fanfare for the Common Man, and Billy the 
Kid became iconic and celebrated for their vibrant melodies, rhythmic 
energy, and evocative storytelling.

Beyond composing, Copland championed the works of other American 
composers and actively promoted a national identity in music. He served 
as a conductor, lecturer, and writer, advocating for the recognition and 
appreciation of American music on the global stage. His legacy continues 
to inspire generations of musicians and composers, remaining a vital figure 
in the evolution of American music.

Copland's John Henry (1940, revised 1952) is a short, vibrant piece 
for orchestra that retells the legendary story of John Henry, an African 
American folk hero known for his extraordinary strength and tragic end 
while working on the railroad.

Inspired by the folk ballad, Copland uses rhythmic motifs and driving 
percussion to depict the mighty swings of John Henry's hammer and the 
relentless chug of the steam train. The music builds in intensity, reflecting 
the escalating competition between John Henry and the machine.

Program Notes
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Composed for a young audience, John Henry is a concise and accessible 
introduction to Copland's signature style, which blends American folk idioms 
with modern orchestral sounds. The piece leaves a lasting impression, 
capturing the essence and enduring spirit of the John Henry legend.

* * * * *

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) stands as a titan of Western music, 
renowned for his groundbreaking compositions and enduring influence. 
Born in Bonn, Germany, he displayed remarkable musical talent from a 
young age. He moved to Vienna in his early twenties, establishing himself 
as a leading composer and pianist.

Despite facing increasing deafness throughout his career, Beethoven 
composed revolutionary works that transcended the Classical era and 
ushered in the Romantic period. His symphonies, sonatas, and concertos 
remain cornerstones of the classical repertoire, admired for their 
emotional depth, innovative structures, and enduring power.
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Beethoven's early works showcased his mastery of form and established 
him as a worthy successor to the likes of Haydn and Mozart. However, 
his creative genius truly blossomed in his middle and late periods, when 
he pushed the boundaries of musical expression and form. Works like 
the "Eroica" Symphony, the "Moonlight" Sonata, and the Fifth Symphony 
redefined the possibilities of musical composition.

Driven by a relentless creative spirit, Beethoven continued to compose 
even as his deafness worsened, leaving behind a legacy of profound impact. 
He is not only revered for his musical genius but also admired for his 
resilience and ability to overcome personal challenges. His music continues 
to resonate deeply with audiences, inspiring musicians and listeners across 
generations and cultures.

Beethoven's Symphony No. 5 in C minor (composed between 1804 and 
1808) is one of the most recognizable and iconic pieces in all of classical 
music. Its opening four notes are some of the most famous in history, 
instantly grabbing the listener's attention and setting the stage for a 
powerful emotional journey.

Often described as a musical exploration of struggle and triumph, the 
symphony unfolds in four distinct movements:

•	The first movement is dominated by the relentless "fate motif," a four-
note pattern that embodies conflict and perseverance. The movement 
builds in intensity, creating a sense of tension and anticipation.

•	The second movement offers a contrasting moment of serene beauty, 
providing a brief respite from the intensity of the first movement.

•	The third movement, a playful Allegro, offers a moment of 
lightheartedness before transitioning without a break into the final 
movement.

•	The triumphant finale bursts onto the scene with a majestic melody in C 
major, symbolizing victory and overcoming challenges. The symphony 
concludes with a sense of grandeur and optimism, leaving the listener 
with a feeling of empowerment and upliftment.

Beyond its musical brilliance, Beethoven's Fifth Symphony holds historical 
significance. It is often seen as a testament to the human spirit's ability 
to persevere through hardship, resonating deeply with audiences across 
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generations and cultures. Some even link the symphony's structure and 
motifs to the ideals of the French Revolution and the fight for liberty.

* * * * *

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) stands as a giant of Russian music, 
renowned for his passionate melodies, rich harmonies, and vivid orchestral 
colors. Born into a musical family, he displayed early talent and pursued 
composition alongside his legal studies. After graduating, he devoted 
himself entirely to music, establishing himself as a leading figure in the 
Romantic era.

Tchaikovsky's music is known for its emotional depth and accessibility. He 
masterfully blended elements of Russian folk music with Western classical 
traditions, creating a unique and captivating sound. His ballets, including 
Swan Lake, Sleeping Beauty, and The Nutcracker, are beloved worldwide 
for their captivating storytelling and enchanting music. He also wrote 
numerous symphonies, concertos, and operas that continue to enthrall 
audiences with their virtuosic demands and emotional power.

Despite facing personal struggles, including societal pressures surrounding 
his sexuality, Tchaikovsky's legacy endures as one of the most beloved 
and influential composers of all time. His music continues to captivate 
audiences worldwide, offering a window into the depths of human emotion 
and the power of artistic expression.

Tchaikovsky's Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 35 (composed in 1878) is 
a cornerstone of the violin repertoire, renowned for its soaring melodies, 
emotional depth, and technical demands.

Initially met with criticism, the concerto has become one of Tchaikovsky's 
most beloved works. It showcases a passionate dialogue between the 
soloist and the orchestra, taking the listener on a journey through a range 
of emotions.

The opening movement features a hauntingly beautiful theme introduced 
by the violin, immediately capturing the listener's attention. The orchestra 
then takes up this theme, leading to a more energetic and virtuosic section 
that displays the soloist's technical prowess.
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The second movement offers a moment of serene reflection, featuring a 
gentle melody played by the violin over a lush orchestral accompaniment. 
This movement starkly contrasts the intensity of the first movement, 
offering a moment of peaceful beauty.

The concluding movement bursts forth with joy and brilliance. The soloist 
and orchestra engage in a spirited dialogue, showcasing technical mastery 
and emotional expression. The movement reaches a powerful climax 
before concluding with an uplifting and triumphant coda.

The technical challenges of the concerto are immense, requiring the soloist 
to possess exceptional skill, agility, and expressiveness. The piece pushes 
the boundaries of violinistic technique while maintaining a deep emotional 
core.

Tchaikovsky's Violin Concerto is a testament to his genius, showcasing his 
ability to combine technical brilliance with heartfelt expression. It continues 
to captivate audiences and inspire violinists with its passionate melodies, 
virtuosic demands, and enduring beauty.
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•	If you would like to learn more about the legend of John Henry, the 
book Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry, the Untold Story of an American Legend 
by Scott Reynolds Nelson delves into the historical research surrounding 
John Henry, attempting to identify a real-life individual behind the 
legendary figure.

•	To find out more about Ludwig van Beethoven and his 5th 
Symphony, the Beethoven Haus Bonn website, maintained by the 
museum dedicated to Beethoven's life and work, provides a wealth of 
information on the composer and his compositions. There is a specific 
section devoted to the 5th Symphony, including information about its 
history, composition process, and reception: www.beethoven.de/en/
museum.

•	The Tchaikovsky Research website, maintained by Tchaikovsky expert 
and musicologist David Brown, offers a variety of resources related 
to the composer, including information on the Violin Concerto. You 
can find program notes, articles, historical context, and even detailed 
analyses of specific sections of the concerto. Visit https://en.tchaikovsky-
research.net/pages/Main_Page to explore.

•	Though it dates from 2022, there is a wonderful three-minute video 
about violinist Zak Chen (produced by PBS Wisconsin) at: https://
pbswisconsin.org/watch/pbs-wisconsin-music-arts/the-final-forte-2022-
zak-chen-h0mxrk.

A Deeper Look
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Explore with us for the final concert of our season:

•	Crowning Glory 
with violin soloist John Patek 
Saturday, May 18th at 7 p.m. 
St. Sebastian Parish

And our free summer concerts in the parks:

•	Boerner Botanical Gardens 
Thursday, July 18th at 6:30 p.m.

•	New Berlin Library Park 
Friday, August 9th at 5:30 p.m.

Upcoming Concerts
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The CCO is home to more than 60 volunteer musicians who fill the 
positions of concertmaster, associate concertmaster, principals, and section 
players. Plus, of course, our Music Director. Each is a passionate artist 
dedicated to making inspiring and moving music for you. The following 
musicians have been sponsored by the family and friends listed below their 
name. To add your name to this list, visit www.concordorchestra.org/
sponsor-a-musician or stop at the ticket desk today.

STRINGS

Anne Dunlop 
	 Doug Dunlop

Elterine Jankowski Biggers 
	 Sterling Biggers 
	 Jacquelyn Nook 

Carole Kincaid
Ruth James
Sue Medford

Margo Kirchner 
	 Sam Wisotzkey

Bill Petterson
Wurtzbacher Family

Dave Rasmussen
Keith Huennekens

Dirk Stallmann 
	 Duane & Rulee Stallmann 
	 Mary Stallmann

Julia Wainscott 
	 Thomas Ollenburg 
	 Andrew & Patrick Wainscott

BRASS

Natalie Bakken 
	 Bruce Bakken 
	 Charles Grosz 
	 Alice Rapey 

French Horn 
	 Nancy Williams

Gus Uttech 
	 Tom Uttech

PERCUSSION

Lee Stock 
	 Barbara Stock 
	 Prawer-Stock Family

WOODWINDS

Rita Mitchell 
	 Rick Koffarnus & Gwen Shorter 

MUSIC DIRECTOR

Jamin Hoffman 
	 Dana Robb

Sponsor a Musician
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The Concord Chamber Orchestra gratefully acknowledges the support of donors who 
have made contributions to the CCO or the Walter A. & Dorothy J. Oestreich Concerto 
Competition Scholarship Fund between January 1, 2022 and March 10, 2024.

Concord Club ($1,000+)
Affiliated Dermatologists
Anonymous
Bob Balderson
Brass Bell Music Store
Jamin Hoffman
Carole Kincaid
Joanne & Stephen Strommen
Gretchen Zirbel

Conductor ($500-$999)
Anonymous
Direct Supply
Ann Marie Fischer  

& John Gleysteen
Jay & Julie Ford
Mary & W. Thomas Harmann
Margo Kirchner  

& Sam Wisotzkey
John & Mary Ann Parfrey
Thomas Uttech
Mary Zirbel
Lynn Zweidinger

Player ($100-$499)
Patricia Appold 
Matteo Arena 
Bruce & Natalie Bakken 
Howard Berliant  

& Anne Wright  
in honor of Jamin Hoffman

Eli & Lisa Bliffert 
Karen & Russell Brooker 
Anne & Doug Dunlop 
Wendy Enockson 
Gwenn Harmann 

Paula & Quinn Hogan 
Hal & Jean Kacanek 
Gail & Timothy Kappeler 
Doris Kresheck 
John & Sue Krezoski 
Sue Medford in honor  

of Carole Kincaid
David & Gail Nelson  

in honor of John Parfrey
Thomas Ollenburg 
Aaron & Sarah Orheim 
Dale & Barbara Pforr 
Olivia Reyes 
Dana Robb 
Harriett Schmidt 
Bob & Sally Schwarz 
Nick Schweitzer 
John & Kristin Sheehan  

in honor of John Patek
Terry Smirl 
Christine Sponagle in honor 

of Gwenn Harmann
Martin St. Maurice 
Duane & Rulee Stallmann 
David & Jean Sutton 
Kent & Marna Tess-Mattner 
Glen Urban 
Andrew & Patrick Wainscott 
Sandra Westbrook 
David Zalewski 

Friend ($25-$99)
Thomas Abbott 
Sterling Biggers 
Eileen Bodoh-Kalupa 

Cynthia Brown & Andrew 
Moss 

Astrid Browning 
Donald Cramer 
Jill Fennimore 
Jo Ann Grill 
Charles Grosz 
Joel Houghtby in memory  

of Jincy Houghtby
Keith Huennekens 
Stephanie Imirie 
Susan Inbusch 
Ruth James 
Louise Kirchner 
Joseph Kmoch 
Rick  Koffarnus  

& Gwen Shorter 
Kris & Mike McLean 
Patricia Netzow 
Jacquelyn & Patrick Nook 
D.C. Palmer 
Bill & Fe Petterson 
Bunny Raasch-Hooten 
Alice Rapey 
Paula Rauth in memory  

of Marion Schweitzer
James Rowen 
Mary Stallmann 
Barbara Stock 
Desiree Stock 
Lee Stock in memory  

of Keith MacGaffey
Dawn Tessman 
Julia Wainscott 
Nancy Williams 
Wurtzbacher Family 

And a special thank you to the following organizations that support the Concord 
Chamber Orchestra through their generous grants:

We make every effort to ensure that our donors are recognized properly. If we have made an error, please 
accept our sincere apologies and contact us at (414) 750-4404 so that we may correct it.

The CCO is supported in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Arts Board with funds  
from the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts.

The Concord Chamber Orchestra is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charity.

Donors
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Concord has been performing since 1975 – almost 50 years! – and we plan 
to perform at least that many more. Your legacy gift ensures our future, 
impacting generations of concertgoers and musicians well beyond your 
lifetime. Naming Concord in your will, or as a beneficiary of your life 
insurance, is a meaningful way to keep the music alive for years to come. 

Loyal and generous Concord fans and musicians who choose to honor 
Concord through planned gifts become members of Concord’s Encore 
Society, with recognition (if desired) in concert programs and on our 
website. We ask that you let us know of your gift so that we may thank 
you, whether publicly or privately. 

Visit our website at www.concordorchestra.org/encore-society for 
details and a donor form. If you have questions, or if your attorney or 
accountant needs our Tax Identification Number, please contact General 
Manager Dana Robb at manager@concordorchestra.org or 414-750-4404.

Encore Society



President.......................................................................................Martin St. Maurice
Vice President.......................................................................................position open
Secretary........................................................................................... Shep Crumrine
Treasurer............................................................................................. Matteo Arena
Members-at-Large..............................................Jaime Dringenburg, Rachel Orheim,
	 Lynnea Schliesleder, Eric Weberg

Music Director................................................................................... Jamin Hoffman
General Manager..................................................................................... Dana Robb

Making Classical Music Accessible
The Concord Chamber Orchestra was founded in 1975 to provide volunteer 
musicians the opportunity to create stimulating musical experiences for the 
enjoyment and inspiration of Milwaukee-area audiences and, through our annual 
concerto competition, to give promising young musicians a venue in which to 
perform. Our membership consists of players from various professions and age 
groups united by a love of music. 

Board of Directors

Walter A. & Dorothy J. Oestreich 
Concerto Competition Scholarship Fund

In memory of his late wife, long-time CCO supporter Walter A. Oestreich 
established the Dorothy J. Oestreich Concerto Competition Scholarship Fund 
in 2000. Upon Walter’s death in 2014, the fund was renamed by the CCO to 
honor him also. Income generated from this fund has provided scholarships to 

the winners of the CCO’s annual Concerto Competition since its inception. 

The competition is open to musicians (instrumentalists, pianists and vocalists)  
who are residents of Wisconsin and/or attend a Wisconsin high school, college 
or university, and who are aged 25 or younger. The deadline for applications 

is December 1st of each year.

To make a tax-deductible gift to help ensure the future of this fund, or to submit 
an application, visit www.concordorchestra.org or contact the CCO’s General 
Manager, Dana Robb, at (414) 750-4404 or manager@concordorchestra.org.

About the Orchestra




