Matteo Arena

City/Town of Residence: Whitefish Bay
Instrument: Violin

How long have you been with Concord?
I've been playing in Concord since 2018.

What is your earliest musical memory?

My earliest musical memory involves listening to
hours of piano playing in my house. My sister
would practice, and my mother would give lessons.
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What got you interested in music, and what was your involvement growing up?

Growing up in Italy, | was surrounded by music on my mother’s side of the family. She was a
middle school music teacher and a pianist. My uncle was a professional opera bass singer. Their
passion and talent ignited my interest in music.

What has been the high point of your involvement with Concord?

The most rewarding aspect of my involvement with Concord has been getting to know and play
alongside so many talented musicians. Despite their humility, these orchestra players possess
remarkable abilities, especially considering their successful professional careers in non-music
fields.

What do you do for a living?
I'm a professor of finance at Marquette University.

Tell us about your family?

Our family is quite international. My wife hails from Canada, I'm originally from Italy, and my kids
have triple citizenship! My son plays cello and my daughter, who recently joined the CCO, plays
both viola and violin.

What are your hobbies besides practicing and playing?
| enjoy exercising, watching European football, especially Italian Serie A matches, reading fiction,
non-fiction, and comics alike. | am also a big movie buff.

What is your favorite recording?

For personal reasons, | hold Vivaldi’s “Tito Manlio” close to my heart. It features my uncle as the
titular character. Remarkably, this recording stands as the sole existing recorded version of the
opera (Philips Vivaldi Edition).

Who is your favorite composer?
Choosing just one is tough. My top three in no particular order are Bach, Brahms, and Vivaldi.



What is one thing most people don’t know about you?
| completed a half Iron Man triathlon in Door County, and | flew at zero gravity while working for
NASA.

What is your advice for kids who are interested in music?

Just as playing multiple sports during childhood develops better athletes, young music
enthusiasts should explore different instruments. Trying various options during their formative
years creates well-rounded musicians.



